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Spreading Islamic knowledge, correcting the 
people's understanding of the religion, and 
clarifying the truth are all from among the 
most important goals of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Shaam. For this reason, the scholars 
and du'aat of the Islamic State have made a 
concerted effort to clarify the methodology 
of truth, which the prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) came with. They did so by holding 
educational seminars, opening institutes for 
Islamic studies, and running da'wah tents. All 
this in order to clarify the fundamental truth 
on account of which the heavens and the 
earth were established, for which the Messen- 
gers were sent, and which many men have 
fought to establish, proving truthful to their 
covenant with Allah. This fundamental truth 
is Tawheed - worshipping none but Allah, 
may He be glorified. Allah the Exalted says: 
And We certainly sent into every nation a 
messenger, [saying], 
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ISR EXPLORES HOWTHE ISLAMIC STATE 
EDUCATES SOCIETY BY PREPARING 
NEW IMAMS AND KHATEEBS 




Worship Allah and 

avoid Tag hul 

[An-Nahl: 3< 



Given that the process of changing a socie- 
ty begins in the masjid, the leadership of 
Wilayat Ar-Raqqah sought to establish edu- 
cational seminars to train and prepare 
du'aat, imams and khateebs in order to 
undo the damage of the regime, which 
corrupted the minds of the people one gen- 
eration after another. 



This is a portion of our media coverage of 
the second seminar for preparing imams 
and khateebs in Wilayat Ar-Raqqah. Follow- 
ing the success of the first seminar, which 
produced dozens of new du'aat, imams 
and khateebs, the seminar organizers 
began preparing a second seminar for new 
participants. 




INSIGHT INTO THE ISLAMIC STATE 



INTERVIEW 



with the seminar organizer, Shaikh Abul-Hawraa' Al-Jazaa'iri 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ may Allah grant him success. 



Dear Shaikh, assalamu alaikum wa rahmat- 
ullahi wa barakatuh. 

S: Wa alaikum assalam wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May Allah preserve your life, you 
are welcome my dear brother. 

Shaikh, tell us about the seminar that's been 
organized. 

S: This is the second seminar organized to 
produce imams and khateebs. It was preced- 
ed by another seminar, by Allah's grace, 
which graduated 45 imams out of 65 partici- 
pants, making for a 70% success rate, 
walhamdulillah.The leadership of Ar-Raqqah 
have commissioned us to hold this seminar 
once more due to the good that they saw 
coming out of it. So we invited participants 
through our announcements in the 
mosques, the streets and in other places, and 
opened the door for a second seminar to 
produce imams, khateebs, memorizers of the 
Qur'an, muadhins (callers to prayer), and 
people to serve and maintain the house of 
Allah. Approximately 150 aspiring students 
approached us. 



What is the duration of the seminar? 
S:The duration is one full month, and attend- 
ance is from Asr to Maghrib at the seminar 
headquarters located in theThakanah neigh- 
borhood, in the center of the city of 



Ar-Raqqah. 



What are the admission requirements for 
attending the seminar? 
S: The attendant must have previously been 
an imam, or a khateeb with Islamic knowl- 
edge and a strong ability to preach. Likewise, 
we've made a condition in Ar-Raqqah that no 
one ascends the pulpit of the Messenger of 
Allah without having first attended our 
seminar. 



Is it a requirement for the imam or khateeb to 
have given bay'ah to the Islamic State? 

S: No. Rather, none of them has given bay'ah, 

but many of them have asked to give bay'ah 

after attending the seminar. 



happy to inform you 
at we now have 45 imams 
who've participated with us in 
the seminar, all of whom will be 
giving bay'ah within the 
few days, insha'alla 



What subject is taught to the students taking 
part in the seminar? 

The course is a study of Shaikh AN Al-Khu- 
dair's book entitled "The Essence of Islam: 
Tawheed and the Message". This book is origi- 
nally based on a study of Shaikh Muhammad 
Ibn Abdul-Wahhab's treatise entitled "The 
Essence and Foundation of Islam". 
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INSIGHT INTO THE ISLAMIC STATE 



INTERVIEW CONTINUED 



select this book specified 1 1 



We selected it because it encompasses the 
dilemmas of our time, including rejection of 
Taghut, making takfeer of a kafir, making 
takfeer of a specific individual, and not 
accepting "al-udhr bil-jahl" (excusing some- 
one under the pretext that they are ignorant) 
when it has to do with an issue of major shirk. 
Likewise, in order to remove any misconcep- 
tions they would have because of the Islamic 
universities that they studied in and graduat- 
ed from. These universities, as you're aware, 
follow a Sufi-Ash'ari curriculum and because 
of that, we've focused on these particular 
issues of importance. J^k^ 
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What kind of work will they do after graduat- 
ing from the seminar? 

Every group that graduates is immediately 
referred to the brothers in Awqaaf (religious 
endowments), who will place them in 
various positions based on their needs, as 
teachers, khateebs, imams, du'aat, etc. 

Who is responsible for funding the mosques, 
and the salaries of the teachers and 
khateebs? 

The Islamic State of Iraq and Shaam takes 
responsibility for all expenses, walhamdulil- 
lah. 

When will the third seminar take place? 

The announcement will be made through 
the media offices present in the Wilayah, and 
will be posted in the mosques and in the 
streets, insha'allah. 

we ask Allah the Exalted to 
support you and cause you to achieve 
what He loves and is pleased with. 
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BENEFIT FOR THE ATTENDEES 

WORDS FROM A SHAIKH WHO GRADUATED 
FROM THE SEMINAR: 



111 sum up trie oenent wi 
just a few words: 
I feel like someone who has 
come out of darkness into light 
out of the fire into Jannah, 
out of kufrintoimaa 




H?]H INSIGHT INTO THE ISLAMIC STATE 

ON PATROL WITH THE OFFICE OF I 

CONSUMER PROTECTION 



WILAYAT AR-RAQQAH 





Caring for the Residents 

of Wilayat Ar-Raqqah 

Caring for the residents of Wilayat Ar-Raqqah 
is a goal of the Islamic State, and because of 
this, the Islamic State sought to open service 
offices all over the wilayah through an Islam- 
ic services committee comprised of multiple 
departments, among which is the Consumer 
Protection Office. 

What follows is an interview with Abu Salih 
Al-Ansari, the head of the Consumer Protec- 
tion Offic 
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Interview with Abu Salih Al-Ansari (AS), 
Head of the Consumer Protection Office. 



Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. 
Brother, tell us about the office and the services it 
provides for consumers. 

AS: Wa alaikum assalam wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. First of all, welcome and may Allah 
preserve you. The Consumer Protection Office is one 
of the departments of the Islamic Services Commit- 
tee, which is supervised by the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Shaam. It's an office that's concerned with 
protecting shoppers by inspecting the goods being 
sold in shops, markets, shopping centers and whole- 
sale outlets, discovering goods that are spoiled or not 
suitable for sale and taking those responsible to 
account. Likewise, we inspect restaurants and sweet- 
shops, and monitor slaughterhouses, so we can keep 
people from getting sick and guard against harmful 
substances. 

How do you monitor the shops and markets? 

AS: Our teams go out everyday, split up on the streets 
of the city and examine the restaurants, wholesale 
outlets and shopping centers. We also conduct direct 
medical supervision of the slaughterhouses in order 
to ensure that they are free of any harmful substanc- 
es. We will soon be holding a seminar, bi idhnillah, to 
teach the proper Islamic method of slaughter. We 
hold surprise inspections on a daily basis at varying 
times. 

Are imported goods subject to your inspections? 

AS: Yes. Particularly, imported meat. We request the 
importer to inform us of the location it was imported 
from, and the manner in which it is kept and stored. 

How many people currently work for the Consumer 
Protection Office, and who funds the office and the 
salaries of the workers? 

AS: The office currently has 12 people, including a 
specialized medical team, and the Islamic State funds 
all expenses and salaries. 
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INSIGHT INTO THE ISLAMIC STATE 



INTERVIEW 

Interviewwith Abu Muhammad (AM), 
Head of the Consumer Complaints Division 





How do the residents of Wilayat Ar-Raqqah 
submit complaints to you? 

AM: Our office is in the center of the city and is 

open for listening to complaints and resolving 

them, insha'allah. There is also a phone line for 

the Consumer Complaints Division: 260552. 

How do you deal with the complaints you 
receive? 

AM: We pursue the issue and have our teams 
investigate the complaint. If the issue of com- 
plaint is verified and we seize harmful prod- 
ucts or products that aren't fit for consump- 
tion, we raise the issue to the Islamic legal 
court so it can order that the shop be closed 
down for a specified period, or for the owner to 
pay a fine. In some case, the penalty reaches 
the level of a prison sentence if the spoiled 
product has directly harmed the Muslims. 




